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3 Dec 1962-20 Aug 1964
Tan Son Nhut Air Base
Saigon South Vietnam



FOREWARD

The intent of this document is to locate and document any
information concerning the FTD. Information about the
organization, purpose, problems, achievements, and awards of
the FTD has been included along with memorabilia provided by
members of the FTD.

The quality of some items in this document are not the best
due to being copies of copies in some instances and all the
documents, pictures and clippings are from the 1963-1964
era.

This document is not intended to provide a complete and all
encompassing official history of the FTD.
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Largely because of American military assistance, the helicopter
section of the VNAF was experiencing a critical pilot shortage in
late 1962. Under the Military Assistance Program (MAP) a total
of 48 helicopters (H-19 and H-34) were projected for the VNAF
by 1 July 1964.

To accomplish the task of training VNAF personnel, the USAF
either brought the Vietnamese to the CONUS or it sent
Americans to Vietnam to train the Vietnamese in their own
country. Superficially, it would seem more efficient to send a
small number of American instructors to train a large number of
Vietnamese students than to send those same students to the
CONUS.

There were political advantages and one of the desiderata of
training conducted in the CONUS was the exposure of foreign
students to democratic ideals and the “American way of life”. By
1962 due to the deteriorating military situation the political and
cultural advantages of CONUS training had to be sacrificed for
the greater efficiency of “in-county” training.

On 8 September 1962, CINCPAC sent a message to HQ USAF
requesting that “all feasible steps” be taken to alleviate the
current pilot shortage of the VNAF. To expedite this training
program, CINCPAC asked HQ USAF to get an ATC team “on the
road without delay”.

An ATC survey team visited Vietnam from 23 September to 7
October 1962 to study the various possible ways of training
VNAF helicopter pilots in that country.

They recommended an FTD be established in Vietnam to provide
helicopter and mechanic training. They believed this was the only
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way to “eliminate the need for USAF Forces serving in any air
combat counterinsurgency operations”.

The survey team recommended the FTD be “in Vietnham by 1
January 1963, with training starting 1 February 1963.

In November 1962, HQ USAF approved the team’s
recommendations and directed ATC to deploy an FTD to Vietnam
to conduct H-19 helicopter training for the VNAF.

FTD 917-S was organized on 3 December 1962 with an authorized
strength of 12 officers and 47 airmen drawn from ATC
resources. Most of the officers and airmen left the CONUS on
11 January 1963 and arrived in Vietnam the next day. The
detachment became operational and began training on 11 February
1963.

Led by Col. Jimmy Hamill, instructors were taken from Stead and
other ATC units to began VNAF helicopter pilot training in H-19B
helicopters.

The training was conducted on 8 H-19B helicopters. Three were
already available at Tan Son Nhut Airfield in Saigon, while the
remaining five were in flyable storage at the VNAF Bien Hoa
Depot.

With the success of the training and at the urgent request by
the VNAF for expansion of the training program, CINCPAC
requested and was approved to add 11 officers, 31 airmen, and 9
helicopters.

On 17 June 1963, ATC transferred responsibility for FTD 917-S
from Sheppard to the 3635 Flying Training Group (Advanced) at
Stead AFB Nevada. FTD 917-S was inactivated and FTD 917-H
was designated and organized at Saigon to take its place. The
reason for the change concerned the unit's primary mission of
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pilot training; it was reassigned to a “compatible ATC flying
training organization”.

After graduating its first class of helicopter pilots and while
beginning to train its second class the FTD also undertook to
train a class of helicopter mechanics. The first mechanics’ class
began on 1 July 1963 with 30 Vietnamese students.

A major problem facing the FTD was the inadequacy of its
logistical support. Once deployed to Vietnam the detachment
found itself short of aerospace ground equipment, hand tools, and
spare parts. This poor situation continued through 1963.

By February 1964, through controlled cannibalization, coupled
with the improvement of the logistical support the supply problem
was reduced to only one aircraft out of commission because of
parts. (James O. Smith stated he recalls one particular day
sixteen aircraft were in the air)

Although the detachment's supply situation had improved early in
1964, it continued to have logistical difficulties. The detachment
had only six aircraft in commission in early July 1964. An urgent
action technical order required that the helicopters’ main rotor
head pitch control rods be radiographed. Eighteen of the pitch
change rods were not affected by the urgent action technical
order.

This procedure was not available in Vietnam so the rods had to be
shipped to Air America in Taipei, Formosa. The maintenance
personnel met the challenge and kept the six remaining aircraft
flying throughout this period.

On 16 June 1964 aircraft 53-4454 crashed on take off. (James
O. Smith and Dick Kuenzli both have stated it was the result of
engine failure)
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Personnel rotation presented the detachment with another kind
of problem. Sheppard AFB intended to rotate the original
complement of detachment personnel in monthly increments
beginning in November 1963 and continuing through April 1964,
extending the tours of some of the airmen to as long as 15
months. The detachment commander protested the inequity of
this program and urgently requested that a more equitable
rotation plan be formulated that would provide a minimum period
of disrupting concentrated training programs. By October 1963,
the original cadre of officers and airmen was being replaced.

Beginning with class 64A training was accelerated in two ways.
The training was extended from 5 to 6 days and the flying time
per student was increased from 45 minutes to a full hour. These
procedures eliminated several issues.

When 26 student pilots graduated on 18 July 1964 that brought
the total to 95 pilots trained by the detachment. The
detachment also trained 92 mechanics during its 19 months in
Vietnam.

Its mission accomplished, the detachment prepared to go home.
On 20 August 1964, HQ ATC inactivated FTD 917-H at Saigon.

The FTD under its earlier designation received the Air Force
Outstanding Unit Award for the period 12 January to 14 June
1964.

The 3638"™ Flying Training Squadron (Helicopter) at Stead
received the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award for the period of
1 March 1962 to 1 March 1963.

The United States Military Assistance Command Vietnam
recommended the FTD for the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award
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for its performance throughout its period of deployment in the
Republic of Vietnam.

Overall the detachment was cited as having contributed
significantly to the operational capability of the Vietnamese Air
Force.

The documents below provide more detailed information on the
FTD. These documents are in PDF format and can be viewed in
the electronic version of this document. The electronic version is
available on the website or on disc. A hard copy of the documents
may also be obtained.

Doc 1001 CINPAC Message 082101Z Sep 62
Doc 1002 Report of Helicopter Survey Team 16 Oct 62

Doc 1003 Accelerated Force Development of the Vietnamese Air Force (VNAF)
Helicopter Pilot and Mechanic Training

Doc 1004 FTD Force Structure - Recommended Manning
Doc 1005 VNAF Helicopter Pilot Personnel Posture

Doc 1006 VNAF Helicopter Mechanic Personnel Posture
Doc 1007 Aircraft Utilization Recap Mar 61- Feb 62
Doc 1008 Special Order G-40 7 June 63

Doc 1009 Transfer of Responsibility of FTD 917

Doc 1010 Minutes of the H-19 FTD Planning Meeting 4 June 1963

Doc 1011 Summary of Detachment Activities 3 July 1963

Doc 1012 Informational Brochure 11 October 1963 (contains listing of personnel on

that date)

Doc 1013 Summary of Detachment Activities 11 July 1964

Doc 1014 Special Order G-47 26 June 1964 (Unit Discontinuance)

Doc 1015 Air Training Command’'s Support of Forces in Southeast Asia 1961-1973
Extract
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Doc 1016 Freedom of Information Act Request - Konek 3 Jan 92

Doc 1017 HQ ATC/IM Ltr 7 Jan 92

Note: The six documents underlined were provided by Mr. Sid Nanson



UNIT MANNING AS OF 11 OCTOBER 1963
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Following is a list of FTD 917H Enlisted Parsonnal:

Rank
SMSgt
TSgt
Tsgt
TSgt
TSgt
TSgt
TSgt
S5gt

S5gt

S5gt
ssgt
55gt

Name AFSN
ANDERSON JOHN W JR _
BRUNT JOHN M BRSO
CRAVENS FRANK £ beasiss i 8
GAULDIN BRICE E JR s ]
HELLAND EARL H AT,
MAURER JACOB JR TR
POOLE BRADDY E ST
ADAMS JOHN F ~SPRERSEATY
BAKER CHARLES E TR
BALFOUR JOHN H SRS
BENSON JAMES O B e
BIZZELL WELDON B O e
CANNON DON K TR
CROSSON LOUIS K R
DANIEL MYLES E NP
DAVIS FRANK W JR AR
DEGAETANO BENNY A SRR
EZELL COLBERT e

AFSC

43190
64670
431170
75470
T0ZT0
43170
43170
43150
43150
43150
A43150
A43150
A43150
43251
42152
A43150
A43150

A43150



Enlisted Personnel (Con't)

Rank

Ssgt
ssgt
Ssgt
5Sgt
SSgt
S5zt
Ssgt
Ssgt
ssgt
ssgt
SSgt
Ssgt
S55gt
55gt
Ssgt
ssgt
Ssgt
55gt
55g¢
Ssgt

MNama

AFSN

FERGUSON CARL G JR
GERTZ STANLEY £
HASSMAN DONN M
HAWLEY EDWARD E
HEATH JAMES A’
HICKMAN ROBERT
INMAN CLIFTON E
KAPLAN JACK
KADERKA EDWARD J
KILLOUGH WILLIAM B
LANGLEY CLIFFORD R
LAWLER ROBERT H
LEE GLENN H
LEHENBAUER KAY ¥
LONG ROBERT A

MAY WALTER H
MAXWELL GHARLES C
MCFARLAND DON E

NELSON RAYMOND L

HIHIHTHINT

NICHOLSON LEONAR A

AFsc
43150
Ad43150
43150
A43150
A43150
43150
Ad3150
Ad3150
64650
43150
A43150
53450
43150
42250
A43150
A43150
43150
A43150
732500

43150
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Enlisted Personnel (Con't)

Rank HName AFSN AFSG
ssgt NOVAK JOSEPH N i 43251
ssgt RASBERRY CURTIS R SR 70250
Ssgt RUNNINGER ROBERT E ST 43150
Ssgt SCADDEN VERNON A s 53450
Ssgt SINGEL ROBERT E e = A43150
SSgt SMITH DAVID E L A43150
SSgt STEPHENS ROBERT L L. 43150
SsSgt TOMLINSON RICHARD E [ A43150
Ssgt WEST LUTHER J JR B L 30150
Ssgt WILDER CLYDE BT, 43150
S5gt WILSON FRED J E-.o o 27150
§Sgt WRIGHT EVERETT W E 43150
AlC BOTHWICK FRANKLIN D == 43150
AIC BRANDENBURG RALPH R RS 43150
AlC GIPSON ROOSEVELT TR 42153
AlC GLADISH WILLIAM R = s 43150
AlC HALL RONALD A R 43150
AlG HAYNES LEONARD E R 43150
AlC HAZZARD JOHN H JR SRS A43150

IHELASSITED
IR




Enlisted Personnel {Con't)

Rank

AlC
AlC
AlC
AlC
ALC
AlG
AlC
AlLG
AlC
AlC
AlC

A2C

A2C

Mame
JONES GEORGE A

KOLBEK ARTHURE H

~ LAND RICHARD D

LOGAN ROBERT P JR
NACHBAR CHARLES D
PAYNE RALPH L
PUSTORINO JOHN A
REIDER LAWRENGE G
SPARKS GLENN C
WEILAND GHRIS A JR
WENDLER DONALD L
KUENZLI RICHARD L
OTHOMN EUGENE G JR

ROGERS ELWOOD L

SRS
TSR
R
Etnan N
AT
S
AT
o]
A
AR
S
e
i o
B3

AFSGC

&£4650
43150
A43150
A43150
43150
42350
43150
43150
43150
43150
43150
43150
43150

43150
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9175 FTD 1963

Lounge Built by Unit Members
Dedication Party

Lt to Rt around table is
Robert Stephens, |
John Pustorino, Weldon Bizzell
and Ed Hawley walking away







HOW SERVING IN SAIGONy VIETHAM

Very soon now he will toke his place ogein as o human being with freedom. You ors respectfully cautioned
to freat this tlred specimen with care and affection. Show no surprise fo his broken Yietnamese and English accent,
nor if an accosional of f-colored word slips through, for he hos tolsrated much and haos been long exposcd te the verbal
temptations of the cruel visieus southeast asla climate. Show no surprize If he prefers to squat on his hounches
ingtead of using a cheir. Make sure the jce box is well supplied with red meat Cno rice or fish), buther ond o
good supply of real fresh miji. Make the bed with “clean” white shests end warn the neighbors to welcoma
him with o cool stimulont. For 'he first few weaks, until he is house-brekan be very careful of him while he iz
around “round-eyed” women. Keop in mind thot beneath his posty poliet heart beals o heort af gold, end Ihat
with tolerance ond hindnezs yeu will in tima rehobilitata that which Is now a hollow shell of the h soul
that. you once knew befors this stronge, dull ond gruesome tewr in this asiatic wostelond, In conguming this
forsgoing odvice, your loon lo the Vietnamoze will slowly begin to resemble the pre-Vielnamese you once knew,
though opproxirmately 12 te 15 monihs older, but mony more in mind. Perheps he will be slightly changed in
waight and spructurs, but with a litlle mers oppreciation for life itsel and the fezling of knowing he mode
it home, he will lockle the cheres of [ife with new vim ond vigoh.

"I CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE NAMED PERSON |S SCHIZOPHREMIC IN THE HEBEPHRENIC STAGE.
HE ALSO SUFFERS HALLUCIANATIONS WITH ACTIVE MANNERISMS AND COULD BE CALLED PARANODIC.
EXAMINATION REVEALS HE IS OF SOUND MIND AND GAN BE TRUSTED IF ESCORTED BY TWO OR MORE PERSONS

Chief
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FIELD TRAINING DETACHMENT
917H

Entrance to work area
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HEADQUARTERS

1635TH FLYING TRAINING WING (ADVANCED)(ATC)
United States Air Force
Stead Air Force Base, Nevada

SPECIAL ORDER
P-89

1., The functional account code of the following named airmen, Hg 3635 Fly

23 March 1964

Tng Gp (Adv), ATC, this stn, with operating location Field Training
Detachment 917TH, APO 143, San Francisco, California, is chaaged {rom
87020-681 to 3T00-0681, efiective 1 Apr &4. Authority: UMD Change and

Ltr, ATC (ATPAP-A-D), 26 Feb b4, Conversion and Reporting Functional

Account Codes for Airmen.

GRADE, NAME AND AFSN

AlC ARTHUR H KOLBEK, %8
AlC RICHARD D LAND,
AlC RONALD E LEVI,

AlC ROBERT P LOGAN JR,
AlC PAUL W MOCRE,
AlC JAMES B MOORE,

e

A1GC LAWRENCE G REIDER, :
_ALC TAMES O SMITY, STt
AlC DONALD L WENDLER,
A2C RICHARD L KUENZLI, =
A2C EUGENE G OTHON JR, AsShieey
AZC ELWOOD L ROGERS  iSNEsares

2. The functional account codes of the following named airmen, 3638 Fly

Tng Sq (Heli), ATC, this stn, are changed as indicated, effective 1 Apr 64,
Authority: UMD Change and Ltr, ATC (ATPAP-A-D), 26 Feb £4, Conver-

sion and Reporting Functional Account Codes for Airmen.

FUNCTIONAL ACCOUNT CODE

GRADE, NAME AND AFSN

ONALD G ASHTON, SRSy
TSGT EUGENE P BRADY , AaEmies
TSGT DOUGLAS J Laws‘w
SSGT PAUL D ASHLINE,®
AlC FRANK L THOMASY, et
A2C THOMAS D BUTLER, Ay
A2C RICHARD P DIFANI, M Eiec
A2C JOSEPH L GNIBUS, -ANFSENSE
A3C JAMES E CATCOTT, anieyssy

P-89

FROM
87020-181
87020-890
8T020=-181
87020-181
87020-890
87020-213
87020-890
87020-181
87020-890

TO

3710-2105
3710-0852
3710-2105
3710-2105
3710-0852
3T10-2103
3710-0852
3T10-2105
3T10-0852

17



H-19s & H-34s Jim Breaux & Jim Moore

James O. Smith
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FTD closedwith.all aircraft placed
in storage behind hangar ...

VNAF Mechanics & and Nov 63 Coup pictures courtesy Bob Runninger
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Hickman',: I(u : .
Hill, Madden, &




Mar. 28, 1964 \ ] /

rrmew s e e
| 3 rmpret Tey b 2
[ . ]
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A et

COLONEL CARNEY BRIEFS CREW OF H-19
Nguyen Minh and Lt, John MecKibben Jr,
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Record Holding

Chopper Pilot

Teaches Vietnamese How To Fly

By S5Sgt. HENRY MARQUEZ
A veteran USAF Officer who was named the world's

outstanding helicopter pilot

for 1962 and holds four al-

tivude records is commanding a unigue hellcopter school

here.

Lt. Col, Francis M. Car-
ney, of Philadeiphia, com-
mands 23 USAF instructor
pllots and 77 enlisted men
who compose 917TH  Fleld .
Training Detachment of
MAAG In charge of the
overall program is Brig.
Gen. Hobert R. Rowland,
chief of the AF Section,
MAAG. The detachment s
quickly overcoming an
acute shortage of Vietnam-
ese  helicopter pilols spe-
cially ereated by war, lack
of training laclities. and
the demands for mechanics
in warfare operations in

gression, in Viek Nam. |

;
:
g
i

altiude record by reaching |
32,846 feet in one hour and
15 minutes in an H-43B Ka-
man Huoskie, now trains
Vietnamese studenis to ope-
rational level in 180 hours
of ground iralning ang 75
hours of flying ; student pi-
lois have mnever had any
flight training before enroll-
ment.

In this short time they
must learn the acrodyna-
mics of the H-18B, fly it in
transition, solo, night, ins-
trument and holst and sling
training, and the USAF ins-
tructors teach all these
things despite a language
barrier, Although the cadets
have attended an in-coun-
try English-language school,

some translation problems,
arise especially with tech-
nical terms,

To the students; getting
off the ground with three
26-foot.  rodating - bilades
whacking the air ever their
heads may seem a remark-
able achievement, but to
Colone! Carney, who reach-
ed 30,005 feet in record time
breaking two olher records
on the way, it i= strictly
routine,

The USAF school, open-
ed in Feb., 1663, has gra-
duated 39 pllots, Since a
mechanics' schoold was
started in July ag the heli-
have finished the ecourse,
Thirty pilot cadets and 30
mechanie students usually
begin and end the accele-
rated courses together. In
the present class, which
ends in April, there are 29
pilots and 30 mechanics,
The next and final class
beging April 27 and finishes
July 30,

The amiable oolonei is

halder of the Sikorski
"Winged 'S Emblem' for
performing  the  largest

night reseue operation In
1954, when he saved 68
fishermen caught in a storm
off the South Carofina
coast. The 22.year Air Force
veteran  has  rescued 114
people during his career
despite never having served
in Air Rescue Service.

™
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Explosion
Rocks Kinh Do
Theatre

SAIGON, Feb. 17 — A huge
explosive charge blew up in the
lobby of the Capital Kinh Do
theatre here last night, killing
| three Americans and inju!ing;ﬁ;.
'Seven of the injured required
| hospitalisation, Two of the 3
killed were later indentified asa
Marine Corps Captain and a
‘military policeman.
| Two men were reported to
have rushed up to the entrance of
the theatre, where one of them
shot a U.5, military policeman
'on duty there and the other slip-
ped a pail containing the charge
inside the iron grille gate.

A man who had entered the
theatre lobby just before the
terrorists appeared at about
7:45 p.m, said he thought more
' shots were fired following the
explosion but it was not known
last night whether policemen or
MP's had shot at the fleeing

pair, They were believed to have
escaped.

The whole front of the theatre,
which is leased by U.5. Forces
for the showing of films to
Americans here, was wrecked by
the blast. The big iron grille
Wgatt. was blown off. Omne obser-

wer said 20 to 3o pounds of
| plastic must have been used.

Of the 34 injured, six were
civilian men, five were women
and children and the rest U5,
military personnel. One of the
civilian men is British.

This is the third terrorist inci-
dent in 10 days in Saigon direc-
ted against Americans. The. first -
accurred Friday, Feb. 7, at a bar
behind the Metropole hotel. The-
re were no American deaths but

geveral U5, Army personnel we-
l {Coutinued on prge )




Imperial Bar
“Bi’rdwn'l'd'llng Club"

destroyed durmg Coup of 63
Reminder of M |
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NHA HARG

VAN-CANH

RESTAURANT
18%, Bic-35T CALMETTE
SAIGON

CORNS WITH CRAB MEAT 30UP .
DEEP FRIED SHRIMPS SWWET-S5UUR aaucpf- o
FRIED EGGS ROLL =

FRIED DICED CHLICKEN WITH ALMOND
FRIED BEEF WITH GREEN PEPPER ‘i—:_,-:{___—_:t,)

FRIED RICE YANGEHOW STYLE

(0}
COFFEE OR TEA

<
Detachment Party 17 April 1964

Weather Eye

April is the hottest month — according to past re
cords — with the mean maximum temperature up to
94" and an all time maximum of 104® for Saigon. The
average monthly minimum is up to 77° while lowest
temperature for April is 67v.

The average relative humidity is 75 7.

Cloud ecover averages 59 % for the month. Rainfall
averages 2.1 inches, with a maximum of 7 inches. The
lowest total is lesg that .06 inch, The greatest amount
In one day was 3.5 inches.

An average of three days with precipitation occurs
in April. There are an average of thres days with
thunderstorms. That about covers it for April,
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PERSONNEL ASSIGNMENTS WHEN DETACHMENT CLOSED

Courtesy of James O. Smith

LYFICERS
Lt Cal Francis k. Carney 3635 Fly Tn: Wiz, Stesd AFE, lav
h-":J.j daokt o, Gamnon : W80 Test &1’. Frlin AFE, Fia
a3 Frederick H, Goessel Jr. 6511 Tesat Up, Ll Centro, Calif,
Capt doseph F, Ao 1001 Held Sq, Amdrews AFD, id
Capt Lllsworth .. Cauwpbell Jr. 65%, Rec Trtl Op, Hickem AFD, Hawsdd
Gaph liomaer L, Hite Jr. 3636 .. & 8 Tp, Steac AFB, Lev
Gaph farl K, Lay 10CL lleld Sq, Andresss #FL, .d
Capt dohn H. Squire 3566 Nav Inr 5g, Ja es Connally AFL Tex
Dyt Wiliia. E, Takacs 3038 Fly Tny Og, Stead AFD, Lev
Gapt Donald 2, Valkor 3638 Fly Tng Gq, Stead AFB, Nev
1ot L4  Dorald M, AYjsnusr Det 12, Randolph -.Fl, Tex (MATS)

1st Lt narcus L, Cosdy
1et It Williay A, DeVries

3638 Fly Ing bq, Stead AFS, HNev
LLE6 TestiSq, L lin AFE, Fla

ot 1t Fioyd A, Durham - 2750 A B kK3, Wricht Fatterson AFE, Chio..
iat It Lawrence F, Hubertus 2750 AB Wyp Uri lit Fattersem AFE, Clic
lat Lb “rederick b, Koerachner 1710 vapld St , .Jlwankee, Vise.
Iet Lt Doylia W, wraues 3038 Fly Tng Og, Stead AFB, hLev
1=t It Uonald ., Linenberger 3638 Rl Tng Sq, Stead AFR, lev
Lat, Lt Jehn Y. .e iidbben Bex 435, Route 1, Deale, «d
ist Lt Juses T, Kiley Det 14, kellis AFB, New (#ATS)
lat Lt derry U, ilobsrtson L1436 Test Wing, E:lin AFG, Pla
Lot It fobers ¥, Schannap 3638 Fly Tng $q, Stead AFB, hev
et Lt Faul Lk, Setildgen Det 5, heChard AFL, Wash (iWATS)
EILISTED
et Clarenze L. Doore B3 e 9 D B kT R T e ey
uE-gt- ':.::'IJ.VII'L Lq l.'-hy UE{'. ..LL‘ Lﬂu fla]-.iﬂ AI"!E, TEQ[
LSt Carl E, Saindon 375% ¥1d Trg Sq, Shepperd AFD, Tex
To George A. Beaucle in 3636 I & 3 Gp, Stead ATL, lev
TSt Uonald L, Duncan Det 502, keChord AFE, Mash
5k Carl G, Ferguson Jr, Let 9, lndand AFH, Ln
Tt Kebevrt, hicloian 1 Strat Rerosp Liv, Vardenberg AFB, Calf
TSt Donald b, Veitzel 4175 ¥TD, Dyess AFB, Tex
S35gt dmaes L. Dempon Dat 11, Credg aFli, Ala
L Themas H. Crowder 3636 w & 5 Gp, Stead AiB, hev

T Beapy 4, De Gaetans 337 OConecl Aeft haint So, Partland
Intl Arpt, Green

Det 11, Craig AFB, Ala

Det 2, Dow AFE, iadine

3636 .. & G Gp, Stead AFB, Hev

% fareld b, Le.upsey
deim T, Duify
Allen L. Dyer
telbert Ezell

Willdam B, Glagish
Taul 4. Corian
itlchard K, Greene
Ol L, Criflin Jr.
Donn i, Hassuan
dames A, iHeath
FPraneia L. I1111

Det 9, Partlard Inti Arpt, egon

Det 13, Brookiey AFB, Ala

Det 12, koody AFL, Ga

Lackland AITB, Teses

Det 7, Seyuour Johnson AFB, HE
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LEAFLET COURTESY OF JAMES O. SMITH

Chinh sach Binh Bjnh va Phét Trién cia Chinh Pha Vigt Nam
Céng Hoa da dem lai an ninh va thinh vwgng cho dén ching

tai cac thén ap. Dan chiing séng trong canh an wvui, lac nghigp.

Viét Céng chi biét cé6 tén pha. Ho di dén déu la cira nat nha
"tan, dan ching bj st hai khé sé. Canh twgng thjt didu
linh thé tham.

Giira hai canh trén dav, ban thich canh nio ?

There are three translations of the above leaflet, all saying about the same
thing. Due to the varied interpretations it is evident the leaflet language was
apparently written by an American and then interpreted into Vietnamese for
the leaflet. 1t appears a Vietnamese person using their original language didn't
write it. Regardless the leaflet is an interesting item with some history
behind it. The following are the three interpretations:
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Tom Penn TLCB

Received VIA Jim Burns

WHICH SCENARIO DO YOU LIKE?

The Pacification and Development Policy of the Government of
the Republic of Vietnam has effected security and prosperity for
the people in the villages and hamlets.

The people live in a state of happiness and contentment.

The Viet Cong only know destructiveness. Wherever they go they
demolish homes, they brutally murder the people. This is a very
real tragedy.

Between the two scenarios above, which one do you like?

Dr. Cynthia Pham

Received VIA Kathy Orra

Dr. Cynthia Pham (Who was about 4 years old in Saigon during the
Vietnam war) was able to translate this - it doesn't translate
word for word but the heading says: “Which Picture do you like
best?”

The picture on the left represents democracy and tranquility
under the South Vietnam rule (Republic), the picture on the right
represents destruction under communist rule.

Cong Hoa refers to democracy and the first paragraph describes
peaceful, tranquil, and prosperous conditions under South
Vietnam rule, the second paragraph describes the death and
destruction under communism.

“Viet Cong” refers to all communists, not just the Viet Cong that
we referred to as the irregular communist armed forces
encountered during the war.

30



It is essentially a propaganda leaflet dropped likely by South
Vietnamese forces (or US) to encourage the people to make the
choice between democracy (South Vietnam, US) vs. communism
(North Vietnam) and make it for “democracy.”

Lew Weatherford TLCB

Received VIA Jim Burns

"WHICH DO YOU PREFER?

The policy of peace and development of the government of the
Republic of Viet Nam brings security and prosperity for the
people of all villages and hamlets.

The Viet Cong only know destruction. They destroy homes,
murder and bring agony. A truly sorrowful spectacle.

Between the above two scenes, which do you prefer?”

The leaflet is courtesy of James O. Smith who stated he came
across it while in Saigon in 1964. The currency below is courtesy
of James O. Smith.
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FOLLOWING 1S A COLLECTION THAT WAS PROVIDED BY
DON CANNON
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iet Cadets Earn
hopper Dunking
t Tan Son Nhut

U.S. Air Force Photos

HQ., 2D AIR DIV. OFFICE OF INFORMATION

SAIGON, Vietnam—U.S. Air Force men here recently
threw six Republic of Vietnam Air Force cadets in a sink and
doused them with buckets of water.

It comprised a ceremony similar to the treatment given
a coxswain when a college racing shell crew wins an event.

The *“event” in this case was a history-making one.
The six cadets were the first in Republic of Vieinam history
to make solo helicopter flights under U.5. Air Force training
outside the U.S.

Veteran U.S. insiructors, all from the USAF's Helicopter
Training School at Stead AFB, Nev., turned the student pilets
loose on their own after 35 hours of dual instruction.

Brig. Gen. Robert R. Rowland, chief of the U.5. Air Force
Section, Military Assistance Advisory Group, is in charge of
the program and called the Tan Son Nhut AB training school
here o ‘‘unique experiment.”

The “unique experiment” is vital to the work of turning
out badly needed helicopter pilots for the Republic of Vietham
Air Force “‘chopper’ units.

The school was established here in January and is
a literal transplant of instructional equipment, teaching
materials ond 59 selected helicopter instructors and skilled
mechanics from various USAF training bases in the States.

This group was designed as Field Training Det. 917-5
and placed under the command of Air Force Lt. Col. Jimmy
M. Hamill who headed the Helicopter Training Sq. ai Stead
AFB.

The sight of the silver egg-beaters swishing through
Saigon skies on training missions is a comforting sight to
the people of the area.

It means that soon Republic of Vietnam pilots will be
ready to take their dunking, get their silver wings and go
out on their own to batle communist tyranny.
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W A royel ﬂl““'l'! wolcemes % Mﬂ rq the “hhr"'\dnb an his | Lt Cal. .ﬁnr ﬂ. Homill joining in on Hn-mlilhg senalon ﬁﬂﬂl.ﬂ‘ -
American instructors do the honers. At laft s detachment commander | one seems o enjoy.
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ietnamese Pilots

By S8/Sgt. BOB REID
SAIGON, Vietnam (0OI) —
Fifteen youthful-locking Viet-
namese knelt at Tan Son Nhut
AB to
wings in
Force,
They
class of

receive starred pilet's
the Vietnamese Air

represented the [first

U.S.-trained helicop-
ter pilots graduale
from other a U.S.-based
flying school. ~\

Future plans eall for ihe
eventual fakeover of all fly-
ing training duties by the Viet-
namese  Air Force, with VN-
AF  insiructors and mainten-
ance men,

ever to
than

Officials =aid (he first class
was immensely successful in
view of two faclors:

First, it marks the initial
time that 1.S.-trained helicop-
ter pilots have heen qualified
without prior conventional air-
craft flight training. American
fliers traditionally attend a
year of training in fixed-wing
aireraft before going on to ad-
vanced  helicopter {raining,
The VNAF grads were enroll-
ed without any prior flight
training, and schooled in heli-
copter Ilying.

Secondly, of 15 studenis who
starfed the accelerated five-
month course, all 15 graduat-
ed. A 100 per cent graduation
rate in U.S. flying schools is
extremely rare,

Following fundamenial mili-
tary training and a course in
technical English, the students

began their flying phase last
Feb., 11. In the four months of
concentrated instruction, they
each legged 75 flying hours,

Eleven U.S. pilots from the
Air Force Section, Military Ad-
visory Assistance Group, gave
irdividual instruction 1o ihe
ciuleis in H-19 helicopters,

Brig. Gen. Robert R. Row-
land, chief of the Air Force

Section, MAAG, pinned the
first set of opilot wings on
honor graduate Nguyen Huu
Nhan. Then the .5, inslruc-
tors each pinned wings on
their individual students,

Comimenting on the [first
graduating class, Rowland
said, *"Wilh a long-term out-

look the in-country fraining of
Vietnamese pilots is meost
significant. The great success
of this first class has proven
that flying trainees in Vietnam
can be lrained on their native
soil, without the costly snd
time-consuming procedure of
continental U,S, {training,

“The future is even hrigh-
fer. Soom, Vietnamese  Air
Foree pilots will take over as
instructors, and the VNAF fly-
ing training program will he
entirely a Vietnamese faci-
lity."'

Also altending the exercise
were JLit. Gen, Le Van Ty,
chief of the Joint General
Staff of VYieinam, and Col.
Huynh Huu Hien, commander
of the Vietnamese Air Force,

both of whom addressed ihe
assemblage,
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It's Graduation Day for }

Lt. Gen. TLe Van Ty, chief, Vietnam Joint Gen- 1 Vietnam Air Force. He is one of 15 new heli-
eral Staff, fastens the shoulder bars on the tunie copter pilots trained by U.S, MAAG advisers in
of @ commissioned aspirant in the Republic of | the Republic of Vietnam.
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Fifteen new Iur'lit:uptur pilots pose for their r comhbat snpport in the war
ciass photo following graduation before assign- | Viet Cong. Lt. Col, Jimmy Hamill, .5, Air Force
I

went o an operational chopper squadron to give Del. commander, is at fur rights

The new pilols, concluding graduation cere- [ public of Vietnam Air Force. The success of the
monies, take a solemn onth of allegiance in their class proved Vietnamese pilofs ean be trained
new roles as conumissioned olficers of the Ke- on their native soil.
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Ameriean instructor pilots pin pilot's wings on their students afb
graduntion of the first class of VNAF helicopter pilots ever trained
in the Republic of Vietnam. (USAYF Photos)

Pacifie Stars & Stripes
Thursday, July 4, 1963—A
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. : % . i
Brig. Gen. Robert R, Rowland, chief, U.S. Air Force Section,
MAAG, Vietnam, pins the first set of wings on honor graduate
Nguyen Huou Nhan at Tan Son Nhut AB. The group of new pilots
wits the lirst trained and graduated in Vietnam,
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Capt. Preston (front) runs 1hrough the starting ‘ A compiela check of panel and other instrumenis is
procedures before takeoff with cadet Nguyen V. Manh. | made before each flight.
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Part of the academic training given Republic of | “whys and wherefores.”” Here, Capt. Jerry Preston
Vietnam Air Force cadets by U.S. Air Force Helicopter | (left foreground) makes a point to students as other
Training School instructors consists of briefings on the | American officers do likewise.



T/Sgt. John A, Quick (right) discusses the flight con-
trol system of an H-19B helicopter with cadet Phan Van
Thanh in a classroom session.
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The following pictures are courtesy of Dick Kuenzli

53-4454

53-4454
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53-4454

Break Time
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Killough, Madden & Hill

Plans & Scheduling
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Hill, Madden, Milner, Armenia, Kuenzli
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Ramp

Engine Work



John Duf & Francis Hill

Ramp
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Milner & VNAF Students

Break Area



Dick Kuenzli
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Jim Heath/Records Section
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