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FOREWARD

The intent of this document is to locate and document any
information concerning the FTD.  Information about the
organization, purpose, problems, achievements, and awards of
the FTD has been included along with memorabilia provided by
members of the FTD.

The quality of some items in this document are not the best
due to being copies of copies in some instances and all the
documents, pictures and clippings are from the 1963-1964
era.

This document is not intended to provide a complete and all
encompassing official history of the FTD.
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Largely because of American military assistance, the helicopter
section of the VNAF was experiencing a critical pilot shortage in
late 1962.  Under the Military Assistance Program (MAP) a total
of 48 helicopters (H-19 and H-34) were projected for the VNAF
by 1 July 1964.

To accomplish the task of training VNAF personnel, the USAF
either brought the Vietnamese to the CONUS or it sent
Americans to Vietnam to train the Vietnamese in their own
country.  Superficially, it would seem more efficient to send a
small number of American instructors to train a large number of
Vietnamese students than to send those same students to the
CONUS.

There were political advantages and one of the desiderata of
training conducted in the CONUS was the exposure of foreign
students to democratic ideals and the “American way of life”.  By
1962 due to the deteriorating military situation the political and
cultural advantages of CONUS training had to be sacrificed for
the greater efficiency of “in-county” training.

On 8 September 1962, CINCPAC sent a message to HQ USAF
requesting that “all feasible steps” be taken to alleviate the
current pilot shortage of the VNAF.  To expedite this training
program, CINCPAC asked HQ USAF to get an ATC team “on the
road without delay”.

An ATC survey team visited Vietnam from 23 September to 7
October 1962 to study the various possible ways of training
VNAF helicopter pilots in that country.

They recommended an FTD be established in Vietnam to provide
helicopter and mechanic training.  They believed this was the only
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way to “eliminate the need for USAF Forces serving in any air
combat counterinsurgency operations”.

The survey team recommended the FTD be “in Vietnam by 1
January 1963, with training starting 1 February 1963.

In November 1962, HQ USAF approved the team’s
recommendations and directed ATC to deploy an FTD to Vietnam
to conduct H-19 helicopter training for the VNAF.

FTD 917-S was organized on 3 December 1962 with an authorized
strength of 12 officers and 47 airmen drawn from ATC
resources.  Most of the officers and airmen left the CONUS on
11 January 1963 and arrived in Vietnam the next day.  The
detachment became operational and began training on 11 February
1963.

Led by Col. Jimmy Hamill, instructors were taken from Stead and
other ATC units to began VNAF helicopter pilot training in H-19B
helicopters.

The training was conducted on 8 H-19B helicopters.  Three were
already available at Tan Son Nhut Airfield in Saigon, while the
remaining five were in flyable storage at the VNAF Bien Hoa
Depot.

With the success of the training and at the urgent request by
the VNAF for expansion of the training program, CINCPAC
requested and was approved to add 11 officers, 31 airmen, and 9
helicopters.

On 17 June 1963, ATC transferred responsibility for FTD 917-S
from Sheppard to the 3635th Flying Training Group (Advanced) at
Stead AFB Nevada.  FTD 917-S was inactivated and FTD 917-H
was designated and organized at Saigon to take its place.  The
reason for the change concerned the unit’s primary mission of
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pilot training; it was reassigned to a “compatible ATC flying
training organization”.

After graduating its first class of helicopter pilots and while
beginning to train its second class the FTD also undertook to
train a class of helicopter mechanics.  The first mechanics’ class
began on 1 July 1963 with 30 Vietnamese students.

A major problem facing the FTD was the inadequacy of its
logistical support.  Once deployed to Vietnam the detachment
found itself short of aerospace ground equipment, hand tools, and
spare parts.  This poor situation continued through 1963.

By February 1964, through controlled cannibalization, coupled
with the improvement of the logistical support the supply problem
was reduced to only one aircraft out of commission because of
parts.  (James O. Smith stated he recalls one particular day
sixteen aircraft were in the air)

Although the detachment’s supply situation had improved early in
1964, it continued to have logistical difficulties.  The detachment
had only six aircraft in commission in early July 1964.  An urgent
action technical order required that the helicopters’ main rotor
head pitch control rods be radiographed.  Eighteen of the pitch
change rods were not affected by the urgent action technical
order.

This procedure was not available in Vietnam so the rods had to be
shipped to Air America in Taipei, Formosa. The maintenance
personnel met the challenge and kept the six remaining aircraft
flying throughout this period.

On 16 June 1964 aircraft 53-4454 crashed on take off. (James
O. Smith and Dick Kuenzli both have stated it was the result of
engine failure)
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Personnel rotation presented the detachment with another kind
of problem.  Sheppard AFB intended to rotate the original
complement of detachment personnel in monthly increments
beginning in November 1963 and continuing through April 1964,
extending the tours of some of the airmen to as long as 15
months.  The detachment commander protested the inequity of
this program and urgently requested that a more equitable
rotation plan be formulated that would provide a minimum period
of disrupting concentrated training programs.  By October 1963,
the original cadre of officers and airmen was being replaced.

Beginning with class 64A training was accelerated in two ways.
The training was extended from 5 to 6 days and the flying time
per student was increased from 45 minutes to a full hour.  These
procedures eliminated several issues.

When 26 student pilots graduated on 18 July 1964 that brought
the total to 95 pilots trained by the detachment.  The
detachment also trained 92 mechanics during its 19 months in
Vietnam.

Its mission accomplished, the detachment prepared to go home.
On 20 August 1964, HQ ATC inactivated FTD 917-H at Saigon.

The FTD under its earlier designation received the Air Force
Outstanding Unit Award for the period 12 January to 14 June
1964.

The 3638th Flying Training Squadron (Helicopter) at Stead
received the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award for the period of
1 March 1962 to 1 March 1963.

The United States Military Assistance Command Vietnam
recommended the FTD for the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award
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for its performance throughout its period of deployment in the
Republic of Vietnam.

Overall the detachment was cited as having contributed
significantly to the operational capability of the Vietnamese Air
Force.

The documents below provide more detailed information on the
FTD.  These documents are in PDF format and can be viewed in
the electronic version of this document.  The electronic version is
available on the website or on disc. A hard copy of the documents
may also be obtained.

Doc 1001  CINPAC Message 082101Z Sep 62

Doc 1002  Report of Helicopter Survey Team 16 Oct 62

Doc 1003 Accelerated Force Development of the Vietnamese Air Force (VNAF)
Helicopter Pilot and Mechanic Training

Doc 1004  FTD Force Structure – Recommended Manning

Doc 1005  VNAF Helicopter Pilot Personnel Posture

Doc  1006  VNAF Helicopter Mechanic Personnel Posture

Doc 1007  Aircraft Utilization Recap Mar 61- Feb 62

Doc 1008  Special Order G-40 7 June 63

Doc 1009  Transfer of Responsibility of FTD 917

Doc 1010 Minutes of the H-19 FTD Planning Meeting 4 June 1963

Doc 1011 Summary of Detachment Activities 3 July 1963

Doc 1012 Informational Brochure 11 October 1963 (contains listing of personnel on
that date)

Doc 1013 Summary of Detachment Activities 11 July 1964

Doc 1014 Special Order G-47 26 June 1964 (Unit Discontinuance)

Doc 1015 Air Training Command’s Support of Forces in Southeast Asia 1961-1973
Extract
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Doc 1016  Freedom of Information Act Request – Konek  3 Jan 92

Doc 1017  HQ ATC/IM Ltr 7 Jan 92

Note: The six documents underlined were provided by Mr. Sid Nanson
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UNIT MANNING AS OF 11 OCTOBER 1963
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VNAF Mechanics & and Nov 63 Coup pictures courtesy Bob Runninger
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 51-3967 C/C Allan Dyer A/C/C  Gordon Brown
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PERSONNEL ASSIGNMENTS WHEN DETACHMENT CLOSED
Courtesy of James O. Smith
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LEAFLET COURTESY OF JAMES O. SMITH

There are three translations of the above leaflet, all saying about the same
thing.  Due to the varied interpretations it is evident the leaflet language was
apparently written by an American and then interpreted into Vietnamese for
the leaflet.  It appears a Vietnamese person using their original language didn’t
write it.  Regardless the leaflet is an interesting item with some history
behind it. The following are the three interpretations:
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Tom Penn TLCB
Received VIA Jim Burns

WHICH SCENARIO DO YOU LIKE?

The Pacification and Development Policy of the Government of
the Republic of Vietnam has effected security and prosperity for
the people in the villages and hamlets.

The people live in a state of happiness and contentment.
The Viet Cong only know destructiveness. Wherever they go they
demolish homes, they brutally murder the people. This is a very
real tragedy.

Between the two scenarios above, which one do you like?

Dr. Cynthia Pham
Received VIA Kathy Orra

Dr. Cynthia Pham (Who was about 4 years old in Saigon during the
Vietnam war) was able to translate this – it doesn’t translate
word for word but the heading says: “Which Picture do you like
best?”

The picture on the left represents democracy and tranquility
under the South Vietnam rule (Republic), the picture on the right
represents destruction under communist rule.

Cong Hoa refers to democracy and the first paragraph describes
peaceful, tranquil, and prosperous conditions under South
Vietnam rule, the second paragraph describes the death and
destruction under communism.

“Viet Cong” refers to all communists, not just the Viet Cong that
we referred to as the irregular communist armed forces
encountered during the war.
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It is essentially a propaganda leaflet dropped likely by South
Vietnamese forces (or US) to encourage the people to make the
choice between democracy (South Vietnam, US) vs. communism
(North Vietnam) and make it for “democracy.”

Lew Weatherford TLCB
Received VIA Jim Burns

"WHICH DO YOU PREFER?

The policy of peace and development of the government of the
Republic of Viet Nam brings security and prosperity for the
people of all villages and hamlets.

The Viet Cong only know destruction. They destroy homes,
murder and bring agony. A truly sorrowful spectacle.

Between the above two scenes, which do you prefer?"

The leaflet is courtesy of James O. Smith who stated he came
across it while in Saigon in 1964.  The currency below is courtesy
of James O. Smith.
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FOLLOWING IS A COLLECTION THAT WAS PROVIDED BY
DON CANNON
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The following pictures are courtesy of Dick Kuenzli

53-4454

53-4454
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53-4454

Break Time
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Killough, Madden & Hill

Plans & Scheduling
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Helicopter Ramp

Hill, Madden, Milner, Armenia, Kuenzli
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Ramp

Engine Work
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John Duffy & Francis Hill

Ramp
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Milner & VNAF Students

Break Area
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Dick Kuenzli

Jim Heath/Records Section


